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Woodburn Lutheran School
    ~ Parent Testimonials ~

Rachel Singley – Parent of WLS student: Our journey at WLS began last year with the pre-school program.  Initially I was unsure where my daughter would obtain her education, but within a month I knew this was where she belongs.  The confidence these sweet children have to declare their love for the great Lord, and sing songs of praise at the top of their lungs completely melts my heart.  Walking down the halls you hear words of God coming from the classrooms, you see teenage boys stop and openly pray before walking in the cafeteria.  I come from a family that did not attend church, we did not read the bible, and honestly I didn’t have the desire to.  But this school, it had such a profound effect on my family, I wanted my family to be like those I saw at WLS.  I attended only public schools and walked away with a great education, however there was a missing piece, during the hardships of adolescence I wish I had the spiritual strength I’ve recently achieved.   I met Pastor Adams at the school Christmas Program, and he invited me to Zion.   We now attend church, and I feel the Holy Spirit warms my home.  Some may say it’s silly to gain spiritual growth through a school, but not us, this is right where we should be.  Thank you!!

Tom Keller – Class of 1970- Parent of 5 WLS Graduates:   I was blessed to attend WLS from grades 1-8.  I didn’t always realize how fortunate I was at the time, though.  I sometimes wondered how it would be to attend public school at Woodburn Elementary, formerly Woodburn High School, and now home of the Woodburn fire Dept. and community center.  Hind sight now tells me that, through my parents and WLS, God was working in my life.  I’m thankful for this and that our children had the same opportunity.

When I was a schoolboy at WLS there were actually three different school buildings, kind of like a college campus I guess.  Ha ha. I went to 1st and 2nd grades at the old White School, which in later years became the USW union hall but is now a parking lot.  3rd and 4th grades were bussed to Zion Lutheran Church classrooms.  Grades 5-8 were at the “Quancet” – the present site of WLS.  There we had an outdoor basketball court.

Now we have been blessed with a wonderful school building with classrooms for all grades, a library, computer room, and an indoor gymnasium.  Awesome!  All praise and thanks to God for this wonderful ministry of WLS and may it continue for many years.

Sally Stites – Parent of 2 WLS Graduates:  My husband, Tony, and I moved to the Woodburn area in 1995.  With us we brought our daughter, Megan, 5, and son, AJ, 2.  After attending the three area Lutheran churches, Christ Lutheran Church felt like ‘home’.  Members of the congregation were warm and welcoming.  It wasn’t until Pastor Bell visited our home, however, that we realized that Christ Church supported a local Lutheran school.  What a surprising blessing!  There was little thought as to which school our children would attend.

[image: image1.wmf]Never attending a parochial school myself, I really didn’t know what to expect.  Was it going to be way too expensive?  Did the teachers carry around rulers to use as discipline sticks?  Was it going to be like ‘way too religious’?  Or would it be the best opportunity my husband and I could provide to our children? As it turned out, it was the latter…and beyond.

The tuition was much lower than anticipated.  We were instantly thankful and appreciative of the support of Christ and Zion Lutheran churches.  Not being from the area, we had no family here.  It did not take long, however, to realize the longevity of Woodburn Lutheran School.  Attendance at WLS was practically a ‘tradition’ in many families.  (They know a good thing when they have it!)  The pride in the parents faces when their children sang was only exceeded by the grandparents smiles.  (and you could tell, memories, of when it was their children singing.)

The teachers did not carry around ‘loaded’ rulers.  But as my kids would say, ‘some of them sure could yell’.  And being the straight forward mother as I am, and not bending to my child’s every desire, I would say, ‘well, then don’t give them anything to yell about!’  We traveled through various stages of confrontations, homework and discipline.  It did not take long to realize that the teacher’s of WLS were, and are, incredible, selfless, servants of God.  Their desire is not for the pay at the end of the week, but the rewards they find in the faces of their students.  Christ and Zion Lutheran Churches have been blessed with the staff of WLS.  (Just look at the tenure of the teachers).  They came to serve…through thick and thin.  And as you and I both know, we’ve tested their endurance.  To all past and present staff of WLS-thank you!

I knew my kids would hear Bible stories, memorize verses and sing songs about God’s works and creation.  What I didn’t realize was the permanence of them.  Now at the ages of 16 and 19 they still sing those songs and remember those stories and verses.  Lessons instilled from those stories and verses sustain them through many difficult decisions and situations.  (Decisions and situations that we would have never dreamt would be affecting them at such a young age.)  What a firm foundation WLS has provided!

A firm foundation.  This does not mean now that our children are now prepared to go out into the world to be saints! They’re young.  It’s inevitable that they will make mistakes and wrong decisions and may stray from the path on occasion.  However, without the firm foundation WLS provided for them to grasp onto; the love of Jesus in their hearts-well I’m just not sure.

There are those who feel, you don’t need a parochial school to build a firm foundation, just bring them to Church.  That may be true.  But it sure does expedite things.  How much of a message can they retain from a Sunday School that only meets once a week for 45 minutes?  At what age did you start understanding what the preacher was saying?  I was probably late teens, early twenties.  I’m trying to wrap my fingers around things that my kids already have.  (Keep in mind again they are 16 and 19 and I’m…not.)  Megan has been trying to find a Church in Muncie while attending Ball State.  She said to me last week – Mom, I think I found a Church, I made sure they have the same beliefs we do and that their sermons include both the Law and the Gospel.  I thought, ‘wow’, how did you know about the Law and Gospel part, I just learned that myself last year in Adult Sunday School from Pastor Tim.  I have had a tremendous amount of spiritual growth by experiencing WLS ‘with’ them.  I truly believe they are beyond their years in their strong faith and in the development of their character as a direct result of the firm foundation provided to them by WLS.

Sending our children to WLS was the best opportunity my husband and I could provide to our children…and beyond.
